
AVST 1113.241 CRN: 15597 – Private Pilot Ground School – Fall 2017 

Assistant Professor:  Austin T. Walden, MPAL, CFI/I  
Office Hours: M 1-5; T 10-12; W 1-5 
Email: austin.walden@tulsacc.edu 
Class Location: Aviation Center Riverside CC 206  

Time: M 6:00-8:50PM 
Phone: 918-595-3709 
Twitter: @ProfATW 

 
 
Course Objective:  The Student will obtain the required aeronautical knowledge training necessary to prepare the applicant for 
the FAA Knowledge Test leading to the issuance of the Private Pilot Certificate. 
 
Course Completion Standards:  The Student must demonstrate through knowledge tests and show through appropriate records 
that he/she meets the knowledge requirements necessary to obtain a Private Pilot Certificate. 
 
Books & Equipment 
1. Books 

a. Jeppesen Private Pilot Syllabus – (Provided by TCC for FAA 141 Students) 
b. Jeppesen Private Pilot Guided Flight Discovery  
c. TCC Training Course Outline  - (Provided by TCC for FAA 141 Students) 
d. FAR/AIM – ASA 2017  
e. Private Pilot Airplane Certification Standards (ACS): FAA-S-ACS-6 
f. Airplane Flying Handbook: FAA-H-8083-3A  
g. Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge: FAA-H-8083-25A   

 
2. Equipment 

a. Flight Computer – E6B, Plotter, Calculator 
b. ASA Test Prep 2017 Bundle: Private Pilot - #ASA-TPBD-PVT-17 

 
 
Course Format: This is an in-person class. All lectures are delivered live in class. Blackboard will be used to disseminate 
materials, communicate course news, take quizzes/exams, and general course management. Login to Blackboard with your T# at 
http://mytcc.tulsacc.edu 
 

Course Percentages Grading Scale: 

Attendance 10% A: 90 and 
higher 

Chapter Questions/ 
Assignments 20% B: 80-89 

Weekly Class Quizzes 10% C: 70-79 

Stage Exam 1 10% D: 65-69 

Stage Exam 2 10% F: 65 and 
below 

Stage Exam 3 10%   

Final A 15%   

Final B 15%   

Total:  100%   
 

**Note: FAA Part 141 students will be required to score at least an 80% on all stage exams and final exams in order to advance 
within the FAA Part 141 curriculum. FAA Part 141 students will be mandated to meet all required aeronautical knowledge 
training hours per Tulsa Community College’s FAA approved Training Course Outline** 

 

 

 



Participation/Attendance:  
Participation & attendance is important. Attendance is part 
of the course experience the same as lectures, tests, exams, 
and other course elements.  Therefore, attendance is worth 
10% of your grade, equivalent to one letter grade. 
Participation & attendance is defined as being on time and 
mentally and physically present. The instructor determines 
attendance. Students who show up late to class will not be 
counted as present. Part 141 students are physically 
required to sit for the lectures. Any missed course date 
requires a make-up time at the instructor’s convenience. A 
3-hour lecture requires 3 hours of office make-up time. 

Assignments/ Chapter Questions:   
Papers, assignments, and other course related objectives 
may be assigned ensuring full engagement with the 
material. End of Chapter Questions will be assigned to help 
ensure the student is fully engaging with the assigned 
chapter and materials. These E-O-C Questions will be 
completed and turned in electronically through Blackboard 
with strict observance to their due dates These E-O-C 
Questions are considered by the instructor to be 
opportunities by the student to engage all available 
resources.  

Weekly Quizzes (ASA): 
In an attempt to keep the student engaged in the class, there 
will be weekly quizzes on the topics from the previous 
class meeting. These quizzes are intended to ensure you 
listen and understand the lecture, but are also studying 
appropriately using the ASA Private Pilot bundle for the 
FAA Private Pilot Written Exam.  

Stage Exams: 
There are three stage exams in this class. Each is worth 
10% of your final grade. Stage exams are multiple-choice 
and designed to cover the content discussed in class, as 
well as to assess student abilities to apply knowledge 
relating to course content. Both Part 61 & 141 students 
must take these exams. Academically, the first completion 
of a stage exam will be your score for TCC. However, Part 
141 students are required to re-take the Stage Exams until 
they pass with an 80%. Any Part 141 retest will be given 
during my office hours. Students will email the professor 
with the requested date and time 48 hours in advance to 
confirm the appointment.  

 

 

 

 

Final Exam A & B: 
There are two final exams in this class. Each is worth 15% 
of your final grade. Final Exam A and Final Exam B come 
from the Jeppesen Private Pilot Syllabus and Guided 
Discovery text. These exams are multiple-choice. Exams 
are designed to cover the content discussed in class, as well 
as to assess student abilities to apply knowledge to current 
issues relating to course content.  
 

Twitter 
In an attempt to promote thinking inside and outside of the 
classroom, I am encouraging the use of Twitter 
(twitter.com). Sometimes during the lecture, I might give 
out extra credit and tell you to say something specific on 
Twitter.com with the #AVST hashtag.  This is not a 
requirement, but a fun bonus for those who are willing to 
try something new and get potential extra points for the 
course. Additionally, many students find that I am quite 
responsive via Twitter for minor details and course related 
questions.  

Extra Credit: The instructor will allow for one additional 
Extra-Credit opportunity. The student will meet the 
instructor during office hours and take an FAA Private 
Pilot practice exam from www.sportys.com/FAATest 
Instructor will determine how many points will be added to 
the final grade. This extra credit opportunity will not take 
place during the last two calendar weeks of the semester.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



General Comments: 

1. I do not tolerate offensive and aggressive language toward the instructor or other students. When discussing conflicting 
ideas, emotions can flare. However, this is an academic environment and I expect all students to be able to see a wide-
variety of viewpoints in an intelligent and civilized manner. 

2. Any deviations from “academic” language will result in the student being told by email of the first offense. Secondary 
offenses will result in the loss of participation points for the entire semester, and be subject for removal from the 
course. 

3. Smoking, chewing, and all-related paraphernalia are strictly prohibited in my classroom. First offenders receive a 0% 
for their participation grade for the semester.  

4. Make-up exams will not be given during the semester.  Exceptions will be granted in the case of a university-
authorized absence. You must provide documentation.  I won’t do the work for you.  

5. Please confirm your appointment with me before you come to my office and see an empty chair.  A simple email 48 
hours in advance will suffice to confirm an appointment.  Come alone, or with friends!  We can discuss anything 
related to the course, or any scholastic topic you’d like.  Do not wait until late in the semester, when you think you 
might be in danger of failing, to come for a visit.  

6. Excellent attendance (2 or less absences) in conjunction with solid participation (both mentally and physical) show a 
sign of engagement that is necessary and fruitful. I use attendance records and participation to bump grades from a B to 
an A. Poor attendance is highly correlated with poor grades in my class. 

7. Once a course grade has been given, it is final.  Your grade will not be changed for any reason other than a mistake on 
my part.  The need to keep in the good graces of your parents, to keep a scholarship, to improve your GPA, to get into 
law school or medical school, may all be important reasons for you to receive a higher grade, but they are not valid 
reasons for me to change your grade.  A final grade is just that--final. 

8. I will only respond to email through official TCC accounts.  
9. When communicating via email, refer to me as Professor Walden. Use of any other term will decrease the likelihood of 

my returning your email. Proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling are vital. Emails without salutations are deleted 
immediately. 

10. I accept no late work.  
11. The course outline listed below and the syllabus can be changed at any time to fit the needs of the course and the 

students.  No changes will be made without letting the entire class know via official email. Changes to the course will 
never be punitive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tentative Course Schedule 

Week Topic 

Week 1 – Aug 21 PVT GL1 – Introduction - Discovering Aviation – Quiz/Assignment 

Week 2 - Aug 28  PVT GL2 - Airplane Systems and Video/Discussion – Quiz/Assignment 

Week 3 – Sep 4 *LABOR DAY* *ONLINE ONLY* 
PVT GL3 - Aerodynamic Principles and Video/Discussion – Quiz/Assignment 

Week 4 – Sep 11 PVT GL4 - The Flight Environment and Video/Discussion – Quiz/Assignment 

Week 5 – Sep 18 PVT GL5 - Communication and Flight Information - Quiz/Assignment 

Week 6 - Sep 25 PVT GL6 – Review – ACS - STAGE I EXAM 

Week 7- Oct 2 PVT GL7 - Meteorology for Pilots and Video/Discussion – Quiz/Assignment 

Week 8 - Oct 9 PVT GL8 - Federal Aviation Regulations – Quiz/Assignment 

Week 9 - Oct 16 PVT GL9 - Interpreting Weather Data - Quiz/Assignment 

Week 10 –  Oct 23 PVT GL10 – STAGE II EXAM 

Week 10 – Oct 30 PVT GL11 - Airplane Performance and Video/Discussion – Quiz/Assignment 

Week 11 – Nov 6 PVT GL12 - Navigation and Video/Discussion – Quiz/Assignment 

Week 12 – Nov 13 PVT GL13 – Human Factor Principles - Quiz/Assignment 

Week 13 – Nov 20 PVT GL14 – Flying Cross Country - Quiz/Assignment 

Week 14 – Nov 27 PVT GL15 - Final Review – STAGE III EXAM 

Week 15 – Dec 4 PVT GL16 – Review – ACS - Final Exam A 

Week 16 – Dec 11 PVT GL17 – Final Exam B 

*The Course Schedule can be altered at any time by the instructor for the needs of the class. Changes to the outline will be 
posted in Blackboard and emailed to all students.  

Tulsa Community College Academic Calendar Fall 2017 

• Aug. 21: Classes Begin 
On-Time Registration (Enrollment and Schedule Adjustments) completed prior to first class meeting 

• Aug. 21 - Sept. 1: 100% Refund on Drop(s) * 
• Aug. 21: First 8-week session begins 
• Sept. 4: Labor Day (College is Closed) 
• Sept. 5: Professional Development Day/Convocation -No classes (College is Closed - All Employees Work) 
• Sept. 29: Last day to withdraw and/or change from credit to audit from first 8-week session 
• Oct. 15: First 8-week session ends 
• Oct. 16: Second 8-week session begins 
• Oct. 27: Deadline to File for Graduation 
• Oct. 30: Enrollment Opens for Spring 2018 
• Nov. 10: Last Day to Change from Credit to Audit & Last Day to Withdraw with W Grade* (16 week Fall) 
• Nov. 22 - 26: Thanksgiving - No Classes (College is Closed)** 
• Dec. 1: Last day to withdraw and/or change from credit to audit from second 8-week session 
• Dec. 11 - Dec. 17: Final Week of Term - Final Exams scheduled during this week 
• Dec. 17: Semester Closes 
• Dec. 17: Second 8-week session ends 
• Dec. 22 - Jan. 1: Winter Break (College is Closed)** 



TCC Syllabus Attachment 

 
 
Class Make Up Procedures:  All FAA Part 141 students 
are required to meet FAA regulations for TCC’s approved 
Training Course Outline. Therefore, any missed class times 
must be accounted for in order to advance within the FAA 
training curriculum.  Classes missed will be made up via 
scheduled events by the Instructor and Chief Flight 
Instructor.     
 
COURSE WITHDRAWAL: The deadline to withdraw 
from a course shall not exceed 3/4 the duration of any class. 
Check the TCC Academic Calendar for the deadline that 
applies to the course(s). Begin the process with a discussion 
with the faculty member assigned to the course.  Contact 
the Advisement Office at any TCC campus to initiate 
withdrawal from a course ('W' grade) or to change from 
Credit to Audit.  Withdrawal and/or change to an audit 
from a course after the drop/add period can alter the 
financial aid award for the current and future semesters.  
Students may receive an outstanding bill from TCC if the 
recalculation leaves a balance due to TCC.  Students who 
stop participating in the course and fail to withdraw may 
receive a course grade of “F” or “AW”, which may have 
financial aid consequences for the student.   

COMMUNICATIONS:   
Email:  All TCC students receive a designated “MyTCC” 
email address (ex: Jane.doe@tulsacc.edu).  All 
communications to you about TCC and course assignments 
will be sent to your MyTCC email address; and you must 
use MyTCC email to send email to, and receive email from, 
the instructor regarding this course.  

Inclement Weather:  TCC rarely closes.  If extreme 
weather conditions or emergency situations arise, TCC 
always gives cancellation notices to radio and television 
stations. Sign up for alerts/notifications through myTCC. 
This information is also posted on the TCC website. 
GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS:  Tulsa Community 
College graduates value cultural diversity, ethical behavior, 
and the unique role of public education in sustaining a free 
society. The following general education goals function 
independently and in concert. TCC graduates demonstrate: 

Communication Skills - effective written, oral, visual, 
technological, and interpersonal interactions. 
Critical Thinking - aesthetic and qualitative reasoning for 
creative inquiry, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation 
of information, both abstract and concrete. 
Empirical Skills - problem solving and quantitative 
reasoning in support of scientific and mathematical 
concepts. 
Teamwork - the ability to collaborate in support of shared 

purposes and goals. 
Personal Responsibility - choices and actions that 
recognize consequences and exhibit ethical decision-
making. 
Social Responsibility - the ability to evaluate one’s own 
ethics and traditions in relation to others and to embrace 
the diversity of human experience while engaging local, 
regional, and global communities. 
 
CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE:  Open and mutually 
respectful communication of varied opinions, beliefs, and 
perspectives during classroom or online discussion 
encourages the free exchange of ideas that is essential to 
higher learning and to the ability to learn from each other.  
Use of any electronic device is at the discretion of the 
instructor. Thinking about government can be difficult and 
tiring for all involved. Keep I mind that there will be 
several times where we will discuss things that you will 
very likely disagree with. Some of these topics will be very 
controversial. As with all POLS courses, treat all 
viewpoints with respect and restraint.  I ask that you treat 
others as mature adults; i. e. with courtesy 
 

Reasonable Accommodation Statement: It is the policy 
and practice of TCC to create inclusive learning 
environments. Accommodations for qualifying students in 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act are 
available. To request accommodations, contact the 
Education Access Center (EAC) at eac@tulsacc.edu or call 
918-595-7115 (Voice). Deaf and hard of hearing students 
may text 918-809-1864. http://www.tulsacc.edu/student-
resources/disability-resources  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Academic dishonesty 
(cheating) is defined as the deception of others about one’s 
own work or about the work of another.  Academic 
dishonesty or misconduct is not condoned or tolerated at 
campuses within the Tulsa Community College system. 
Tulsa Community College adopts a policy delegating 
certain forms of authority for disciplinary action to the 
faculty. Such disciplinary actions delegated to the faculty 
include, but are not limited to, the dismissal of disrespectful 
or disorderly students from classes. In the case of academic 
dishonesty a faculty member may:  Require the student to 
redo an assignment or test, or require the student to 
complete a substitute assignment or test; Record a "zero" 
for the assignment or test in question; Recommend to the 
student that the student withdraw from the class, or 
administratively withdraw the student from the class; 
Record a grade of "F" for the student at the end of the 
semester. Faculty may request that disciplinary action be 
taken against a student at the administrative level by 
submitting such a request to the Dean of Student Services. 
 

Course Drop or Withdrawal: A student who has been 
found responsible for academic dishonesty in a course may 
not drop or withdraw from the course. If the student 
processes a drop or withdrawal from the course, the action 
will be reversed and the appropriate grade will be recorded 
on the student's transcript. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INSTITUTIONAL STATEMENT:  Each student is 
responsible for being aware of the information contained in 
the TCC Catalog, the TCC Student Policies & Resources 
Handbook, and semester information listed in the class 
schedule. All information may be viewed on the TCC 
website: www.tulsacc.edu 

Tobacco Free College: Tulsa Community 
College is a Tobacco Free college in accordance 
with the Governor’s Executive Order 2012-01 
and Title 63 of the Oklahoma Statutes, Section 
1-1523 which prohibits smoking or the use of 
any tobacco products in all public places, in any 
indoor workplace, and all vehicles owned by the 
State of Oklahoma and all of its agencies and 
instrumentalities.  This Order includes property 
leased, rented, or owned by TCC including, but 
not limited to, all grounds, buildings, facilities, 
and parking lots.  Tulsa Community College’s 
policy includes a tobacco free environment on 
all campus and off-campus locations conducting 
TCC credit or non-credit classes.  The TCC 
Campus Police is responsible for ensuring 
compliance with the Tobacco-Free 
Environment Policy.  Violations of the policy 
may be addressed through issuance of campus 
or state citations.

THE D IVIS ION  OF F IC E: A C A D EM IC  & C A M P US  S ER VIC ES :

Division: Aviation Center

Director: Dr. M att Wise Director: Dr. M ichael Limas

Office: Riverside CC 205 Office:  NEA151           

Phone Number: 918-595-3710 Phone: 918-595-7473



 


