
South​ ​Plains​ ​College 
Reese​ ​Center 

Fall​ ​2011 

GOVT​ ​2302.201​ ​&​ ​2302.202 
American​ ​Government,​ ​Fundamentals 

Instructor: Austin​ ​T.​ ​Walden,​ ​MPAL 
Phone: 432-788-0216​ ​(cell) 
Email: austinwalden@gmail.com​​ ​or​ ​​austin.walden@ttu.edu 

Text 
Dye,​ ​Thomas​ ​R.​ ​2009.​ ​Politics​ ​in​ ​America:​ ​Texas​ ​Edition.  
**​ ​Any​ ​and​ ​all​ ​other​ ​readings​ ​as​ ​assigned** 

Accommodations 
Students​ ​with​ ​disabilities,​ ​including​ ​but​ ​not​ ​limited​ ​to​ ​physical,​ ​psychiatric,​ ​or​ ​learning​ ​disabilities, 
who​ ​wish​ ​to​ ​request​ ​accommodations​ ​in​ ​this​ ​class​ ​should​ ​notify​ ​the​ ​Special​ ​Services​ ​Office​ ​early​ ​in 
the​ ​semester​ ​so​ ​that​ ​appropriate​ ​arrangements​ ​may​ ​be​ ​made.​ ​In​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​federal​ ​law,​ ​a 
student​ ​requesting​ ​accommodations​ ​must​ ​provide​ ​acceptable​ ​documentation​ ​of​ ​his​ ​or​ ​her​ ​disability 
to​ ​the​ ​Special​ ​Services​ ​Coordinator.​ ​For​ ​more​ ​information,​ ​call​ ​or​ ​visit​ ​the​ ​Special​ ​Services​ ​Office​ ​in 
Building​ ​8,​ ​885-3048​ ​ext.​ ​4675​ ​(Reese). 

Attendance 
Your​ ​attendance​ ​will​ ​be​ ​required​ ​in​ ​this​ ​course.​ ​Please​ ​refer​ ​to​ ​the​ ​College​ ​Handbook​ ​for​ ​the​ ​official 
South​ ​Plains​ ​College​ ​attendance​ ​policy.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​imperative​ ​that​ ​students​ ​who​ ​wish​ ​to​ ​earn​ ​high​ ​marks 
make​ ​every​ ​attempt​ ​possible​ ​to​ ​attend​ ​class.​ ​Partial​ ​attendance,​ ​such​ ​as​ ​arriving​ ​late​ ​or​ ​leaving​ ​early, 
will​ ​not​ ​be​ ​overlooked​ ​and​ ​may​ ​be​ ​counted​ ​as​ ​an​ ​absence​ ​at​ ​the​ ​instructor’s​ ​discretion.​ ​I​ ​am​ ​not 
interested​ ​in​ ​excuses.​ ​Perfect​ ​attendance​ ​will​ ​positively​ ​affect​ ​your​ ​grade. 

Honor​ ​Policy 
All​ ​work​ ​presented​ ​for​ ​a​ ​grade​ ​in​ ​this​ ​class​ ​must​ ​be​ ​entirely​ ​the​ ​student’s​ ​individual​ ​work.​ ​Any 
attempt​ ​at​ ​subterfuge​ ​or​ ​dishonesty​ ​will​ ​be​ ​met​ ​with​ ​the​ ​student​ ​receiving​ ​a​ ​failing​ ​grade​ ​and​ ​a 
referral​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Dean​ ​of​ ​Students. 

Course​ ​Requirements 
There​ ​will​ ​be​ ​four​ ​exams.​ ​The​ ​final​ ​exam​ ​will​ ​NOT​ ​be​ ​comprehensive.​ ​You,​ ​the​ ​student,​ ​are 
responsible​ ​for​ ​all​ ​reading​ ​assignments,​ ​notes,​ ​and​ ​discussions​ ​that​ ​occur​ ​in​ ​the​ ​due​ ​course​ ​of​ ​a 
college​ ​class.​ ​Due​ ​to​ ​the​ ​breadth​ ​of​ ​information​ ​discussed​ ​in​ ​class,​ ​it​ ​is​ ​entirely​ ​possible​ ​that​ ​not​ ​all 
information​ ​presented​ ​in​ ​the​ ​text​ ​will​ ​be​ ​discussed.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​the​ ​student’s​ ​responsibility​ ​to​ ​read​ ​all 
chapters​ ​assigned​ ​in​ ​order​ ​to​ ​be​ ​successful​ ​on​ ​the​ ​exams.  

There​ ​will​ ​be​ ​one​ ​presentation​ ​per​ ​student​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Texas​ ​Constitution.​ ​This​ ​presentation​ ​will​ ​be 
approximately​ ​10​ ​minutes​ ​long​ ​and​ ​will​ ​be​ ​discussed​ ​in​ ​greater​ ​detail​ ​during​ ​class. 

Pop​ ​quizzes​ ​may​ ​be​ ​given​ ​at​ ​any​ ​time​ ​and​ ​will​ ​be​ ​counted​ ​in​ ​your​ ​final​ ​average​ ​with​ ​the​ ​presentation.  

First​ ​Exam 20% 
Second​ ​Exam 20% 
Third​ ​Exam 20% 
Fourth​ ​Exam 20% 
Presentation/Quizzes 20% 
TOTAL 100% 
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Etiquette 

All​ ​students​ ​are​ ​encouraged​ ​to​ ​contribute​ ​to​ ​class​ ​discussions​ ​and​ ​participate​ ​in​ ​class​ ​debate.​ ​All 
opinions​ ​related​ ​to​ ​the​ ​topic​ ​at​ ​hand​ ​are​ ​welcome;​ ​those​ ​thoughts​ ​substantiated​ ​by​ ​facts​ ​are 
preferred.​ ​​All​ ​students​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​respectful​ ​of​ ​the​ ​instructor​ ​and​ ​fellow​ ​students​ ​at​ ​all​ ​times. 

Use​ ​of​ ​electronic​ ​devices​ ​is​ ​allowed,​ ​as​ ​long​ ​as​ ​they​ ​are​ ​instruments​ ​of​ ​education.​ ​The​ ​instructor​ ​will 
make​ ​this​ ​determination.​ ​Cell​ ​phones​ ​should​ ​be​ ​put​ ​on​ ​silent​ ​to​ ​avoid​ ​distracting​ ​the​ ​instructor​ ​and 
fellow​ ​students​ ​from​ ​scholarly​ ​pursuits. 

 

General​ ​Comments: 

1. Plagiarism​ ​of​ ​any​ ​kind​ ​will​ ​not​ ​be​ ​tolerated. 
2. The​ ​instructor​ ​reserves​ ​the​ ​right​ ​to​ ​amend​ ​the​ ​syllabus,​ ​course​ ​requirements,​ ​and​ ​course 

schedule​ ​if​ ​the​ ​need​ ​arises.​ ​I​ ​will​ ​not​ ​do​ ​so​ ​without​ ​good​ ​reason​ ​and​ ​ample​ ​warning.​ ​Changes 
will​ ​be​ ​made​ ​to​ ​benefit​ ​the​ ​class​ ​as​ ​a​ ​whole. 

3. Please​ ​be​ ​aware​ ​of​ ​all​ ​South​ ​Plains​ ​College​ ​deadlines​ ​for​ ​dropping​ ​courses,​ ​filing​ ​for 
graduation,​ ​etc.​ ​You​ ​and​ ​you​ ​alone​ ​are​ ​responsible​ ​for​ ​complying​ ​with​ ​these​ ​deadlines.  

4. No​ ​tobacco​ ​of​ ​any​ ​kind​ ​is​ ​allowed.  
5. Most​ ​importantly,​ ​please​ ​feel​ ​free​ ​that​ ​you​ ​can​ ​talk​ ​to​ ​me​ ​if​ ​you​ ​have​ ​ANY​ ​questions​ ​or 

concerns​ ​regarding​ ​this​ ​syllabus​ ​or​ ​this​ ​class.​ ​I​ ​want​ ​this​ ​to​ ​be​ ​a​ ​positive​ ​learning​ ​experience 
for​ ​each​ ​member​ ​of​ ​the​ ​class.  

6. Five​ ​(5)​ ​absences​ ​or​ ​more,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​student​ ​may​ ​be​ ​dropped​ ​from​ ​the​ ​class. 
7. No​ ​extra​ ​credit​ ​available​ ​on​ ​an​ ​individual​ ​basis. 
8. No​ ​cell​ ​phones​ ​visible​ ​during​ ​class.. 

Tentative​ ​Class​ ​Schedule​ ​​(subject​ ​to​ ​change) 
**And​ ​other​ ​readings​ ​as​ ​assigned** 
 
Chapter​ ​1​ ​–​ ​Politics  
Chapter​ ​13​ ​–​ ​Courts  
Chapter​ ​14​ ​–​ ​Politics​ ​and​ ​Personal​ ​Liberty  
First​ ​Exam​ ​–​ ​Wednesday​ ​September​ ​28th 
 
Chapter​ ​15​ ​–​ ​Politics​ ​and​ ​Civil​ ​Rights  
Chapter​ ​16​ ​–​ ​Politics​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Economy  
Second​ ​Exam​ ​–​ ​Monday​ ​October​ ​24th 
 
Chapter​ ​17​ ​–​ ​Politics​ ​and​ ​Social​ ​Welfare  
Chapter​ ​18​ ​–​ ​Politics​ ​and​ ​National​ ​Security  
Third​ ​Exam​ ​–​ ​Wednesday​ ​November​ ​16th 
 
Chapter​ ​19​ ​–​ ​The​ ​Social​ ​and​ ​Economic​ ​Milieu​ ​of​ ​Texas​ ​Politics  
Chapter​ ​25​ ​–​ ​Local​ ​Government​ ​in​ ​Texas  
Fourth​ ​Exam​ ​–​ ​Monday​ ​December​ ​12​th​​ ​(final​ ​exam​ ​schedule) 
 
Students​ ​who​ ​have​ ​completed​ ​this​ ​course​ ​will​ ​be​ ​expected​ ​to: 
Demonstrate​ ​understanding​ ​of​ ​major​ ​perspectives​ ​in​ ​American​ ​government. 
Demonstrate​ ​understanding​ ​of​ ​the​ ​development​ ​of​ ​major​ ​court​ ​decisions. 
Understand​ ​the​ ​nature​ ​of​ ​government​ ​as​ ​a​ ​fundamental​ ​subject​ ​in​ ​the​ ​study​ ​of​ ​humanity. 
Tolerate​ ​ambiguity​ ​in​ ​explanations​ ​of​ ​the​ ​development​ ​of​ ​American​ ​government​ ​and​ ​realize​ ​that 
causal​ ​explanations​ ​will​ ​often​ ​be​ ​complex​ ​and​ ​tentative. 
Apply​ ​analytical​ ​thought​ ​to​ ​current​ ​events,​ ​seeing​ ​common​ ​threads​ ​of​ ​development​ ​of​ ​American 



government​ ​over​ ​time. 


