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Introduction / Course Learning Objectives 
This course is an introduction to political theory.  Throughout the semester, we will study philosophers who 
are thought by many to have the greatest impact on 21st Century Western political thought. By the end of the 
semester, you should be able to understand and articulate what each of these thinkers had to say about the 
key concepts listed below. Students graduating from Texas Tech University should be able to demonstrate 
awareness and knowledge of distinct cultures or subcultures, including but not limited to ethnicity, gender, 
class, political systems, religions, languages, or human geography. You will be asked to demonstrate 
awareness and knowledge of cultural differences within one or more global societies (Outside the U.S.). 
 
Key Concepts 

● Human Nature and Rational Motivation  
● The Motivational Basis of Social Solidarity 
● The Function and Organization of Authority 
● General Theory of Political Change and Stability 

 
Required Text: 

● Reconstructing the Classics:  Political Theory from Plato to Marx.  Edward Bryan Portis. 2008.  3rd ed. 
(Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.)  

● Classics in Political Philosophy.  Jene M. Porter, ed.  2000. 3rd ed. (New Jersey: Prentice Hall) 
 
Complementary Texts: All of these books are fairly general in their approach, and are excellent sources of 
background material concerning the authors we will study this semester.  

● The Dream of Reason: A History of Western Philosophy From the Greeks to the Renaissance.  Anthony 
Gottlieb.  2000.  (New York: W.W. Norton). 

● Think: A Compelling Introduction to Philosophy.  Simon Blackburn.  1999.  (New York: Oxford 
University Press). 

● The Passion of the Western Mind: Understanding the Ideas That Have Shaped Our World View. Richard 
Tarnas. 1993.  (New York: Ballantine) 

● From Plato to NATO: The Idea of the West and Its Opponents.  David Gress.  1998.  (New York: Free 
Press). 

● How to Think About the Great Ideas: From the Great Books of Western Civilization.  Mortimer Adler; 
Max Weismann, ed.  2000.  (Chicago: Open Court). 

 
Please note as well that on the webpage listed above, there are some websites posted that may be quite 
helpful to your reading.  Check my Twitter feed for other suggestions.  (I welcome any suggestions concerning 
webpages that might be added to the list.)  One of the more comprehensive political philosophy webpages can 
be found at: 

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/philinks.htm 
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Attendance 
You are required to attend class. I take roll. Strive to arrive in class on time as a sign of respect to your fellow 
students and myself. You will be allowed three unexcused absences during the semester.  For each unexcused 
absence after the initial three, there will be a letter-grade reduction to your final grade average. 
 
Grading  
Mid-Term Exam  10% 
Final Exam 10% 
Paper 1 25% 
Paper 2 25% 
Participation & Twitter 30% 
 
Mid-Term & Final Exam  
The format for this exam will be essay and short answer.  The tentative date for the mid-term exam is 
Thursday, March 8.  The final exam is comprehensive, but will cover primarily the course material from the 
latter part of the semester.  Test questions are based on class discussion and lecture. 
 
Papers 
There will be two essays throughout the semester. Deadlines will be discussed in class. This is a writing 
intensive class. The essays will require students to analyze, synthesize, evaluate, and develop philosophical 
ideas from the relevant author with their own views. Each essay will be at least 2000 words and will be 
submitted via email and brought to class. Peers will evaluate the essay in class. After discussion and analysis 
in class, the instructor will assign a final grade. Tentatively, expect Friday, February 17th & Monday, April 23rd 
as due dates for the papers. 
 
Participation – Philosophy is not a “spectator sport.”  Think of yourselves as a young student of Socrates. One 
of the best ways (if not the best way) to truly comprehend philosophy is through active participation. 
Participation will be of two sorts: in-class and on Twitter. I will grade you, in part, on how often (60%) and 
how well (40%) you participate in and contribute to class discussions. In-class assignments and writings will 
be assigned as needed throughout the semester.  
 
Twitter 
I am including the use of Twitter (twitter.com) in an attempt to promote philosophical thinking inside and 
outside of the formal classroom, If you do not have an account, we will set one up in class. You are required to 
tweet twice a week. Tweets will be: 1) quotes of the author and 2) discussion of the quote. The student will 
think critically and learn to find ‘important’ quotes within the passages. This activity is designed to help 
students think about the readings on their own before the lecture occurs.  
 
Readings 
The most interesting part of this class will be the interpretations of the scholarly works by students in this 
class. Be prepared to participate; valuable participation requires that you read the relevant material before 
coming to class.  I will call on you to contribute to class discussion throughout the semester.  
 
Grading Scale: 
F: 64 or Less 
D: 65-69 
C: 70-79 
B 80-89 
A: 90 and higher 
 
Disability  
Any student, who because of a disabling condition may require some special arrangements in order to meet 
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course requirements, should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make necessary accommodations. 
Students should present appropriate verification from Disabled Student Services, Dean of Students Office. No 
requirement exists that accommodations be made prior to completion of this approved University process.  
 
Academic Integrity  
Cheating, plagiarism, or any other act of academic dishonesty will result in a 0.0 for the course. For more 
information on TTU’s Academic Integrity Policy see: 
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/officialpublications/catalog/_AcademicsRegulations.php 
 
Civility 
This course is designed to help the student understand the fundamental philosophies of politics. Thinking 
through philosophy can be difficult and tiring for all involved. Keep I mind that there will be several times 
where we will discuss things that you will very likely disagree with. Some of these topics will be very 
controversial. As with all POLS courses, treat all viewpoints with respect and restraint.  I ask that you treat 
others as mature adults; i. e. with courtesy and respect. 
 
Observance of a Religious Holiday 
Texas House Bill 256 requires institutions of higher education to excuse a student from attending classes or 
other required activities, including examinations, for the observance of a religious holy day. The student shall 
also be excused for time necessary to travel. An institution may not penalize the student for the absence and 
allows for the student to take an exam or complete an assignment from which the student is excused. No prior 
notification of the instructor is required.  
 
General Comments: 

1. Make-up exams will be not be given during the semester.  Exceptions will be granted in the case of a 
university-authorized absence. You must provide documentation.  

2. You are welcome to come by my office during my office hours. I am a full time staff member at Texas 
Tech, but work at Texas Tech Plaza. Please confirm your appointment with me before you come to 
my office and see an empty chair.  A simple phone call or email will suffice to confirm an 
appointment.  Come alone, or with friends!  We can discuss anything related to the course, or any 
scholastic topic you’d like.  Do not wait until late in the semester, when you think you might be in 
danger of failing, to come for a visit. 

3. Once a course grade has been given, it is final.  Your grade will not be changed for any reason other 
than a mistake on my part.  The need to keep in the good graces of your parents, to keep a 
scholarship, to improve your GPA, to get into law school or medical school, may all be important 
reasons for you to receive a higher grade, but they are not valid reasons for me to change your grade. 
A final grade is just that--final. 

4. I will only respond to email through official TTU accounts.  
5. When communicating via email, refer to me as Mr. Walden or Professor. Use of any other term will 

decrease the likelihood of my returning your email. Proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling are 
vital.  

6. No cell phone usage is allowed unless assigned as class work. 
7. There will be a penalty for late work. Refer to in-class handouts for more information.  
8. The course outline listed below and the syllabus can be changed at any time to fit the needs of the 

course and the students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Week Topic/Author Assignment 

Jan. 19 Introduction to Political Philosophy A. Portis, Chp. 1 

Jan. 24 Introduction/Socrates   

Jan. 31 Plato A. Porits Chp. 2 

  The Republic,  Books 1-10 

Feb. 7 Aristotle A. Portis, Chp. 3 
  Nicomachean Ethics, Books 1, 5, 8 

  The Politics, Books 4, 5, 7 

Feb. 14 The Stoics:   
 Epictetus The Enchiridion 

 Marcus Aurelius Meditations, Books 1-5 

Feb. 21 Augustine / Aquinas A. Portis, Chp. 4 & 5 
  Augustine, Confessions  
  Aquinas, Summa Theologica 
  Part I, Q. 2  
  Part II, Q. 40, Art. I 
  Part II, Q. 42, Art. 2 

Feb. 28 Machiavelli A. Portis, Chp. 6 

  Chps. 5-9, 11-18 

Mar. 6 Hobbes A. Portis, Chp. 7 
  The Leviathan 

  Part I: Chps. 10-14 

  Part II: Chps. 17, 18, 21, 26 

Mar 10-18        Spring Break   

Mar. 20 Locke A. Portis, Chp. 8 

  Locke, Second Treatise of Government 

Mar. 27 American Democracy The Declaration of Independence 

  The Constitution of the United States of America 

  Madison, Federalist Papers #10, 51 and78# 

Apr. 3 Rousseau A. Portis, Chp. 9 

  The Social Contract 

Apr. 10 John Stuart Mill A. Portis, Chp. 10 

  On Nature 

Apr. 17 Marx A. Portis, Chp. 11 

  Communist Manifesto 

Apr. 24 Nietzsche   

  Will to Power 

May 1 Catch-up / Review   

May 8 Catch-up / Review   

May 14 Comprehensive Final Exam   

 


