
POLS​ ​3300.005:​ ​Political​ ​Theory​ ​Final​ ​Essay​ ​Grading​ ​Rubric 

Student​ ​to​ ​be​ ​graded:​ ​________________________​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Grader:​ ​______________________ 

Directions:​​ ​Pretend​ ​you​ ​are​ ​a​ ​professor​ ​at​ ​Texas​ ​Tech​ ​University.​ ​Read​ ​over​ ​your​ ​assigned​ ​paper​ ​without 

picking​ ​up​ ​a​ ​pen.​ ​Read​ ​it​ ​again,​ ​this​ ​time,​ ​pick​ ​up​ ​your​ ​pen/pencil​ ​and​ ​start​ ​making​ ​corrections​ ​on​ ​the 

students​ ​draft​ ​(I​ ​assure​ ​you,​ ​there​ ​will​ ​be​ ​corrections).​ ​After​ ​you​ ​have​ ​made​ ​all​ ​your​ ​edits,​ ​assign​ ​a​ ​score 

to​ ​each​ ​item​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Commend​ ​column.​ ​For​ ​instance,​ ​a​ ​generally​ ​well-stated​ ​argument,​ ​that​ ​may​ ​have 

gotten​ ​off​ ​track​ ​on​ ​the​ ​issues,​ ​can​ ​receive​ ​anywhere​ ​from​ ​1-8​ ​points.​ ​This​ ​exercise​ ​intended​ ​for​ ​you​ ​to 

learn​ ​how​ ​others​ ​write,​ ​while​ ​also​ ​judging​ ​your​ ​own​ ​skills​ ​as​ ​you​ ​edit​ ​your​ ​paper.​ ​This​ ​is​ ​not​ ​a​ ​chance​ ​for 

you​ ​to​ ​arbitrarily​ ​boost​ ​or​ ​lower​ ​the​ ​grade​ ​of​ ​your​ ​classmate.​ ​Put​ ​thought​ ​into​ ​the​ ​Additional​ ​Comments, 

as​ ​you​ ​will​ ​be​ ​graded​ ​on​ ​them.  

 

Commend​ ​(10​ ​points​ ​each) Suggestions​ ​(check​ ​marks​ ​only) 

1. Thesis/focused​ ​well-defined ___ Need​ ​more​ ​clear​ ​focus ___ 

2. Well-stated​ ​arguments  ___ Need​ ​deeper​ ​analysis ___ 

3. Vivid/effective​ ​examples ___ Give​ ​more​ ​examples ___ 

4. Use​ ​of​ ​specific​ ​detail ___ Use​ ​more​ ​detail ___ 

5. Good​ ​internal​ ​logic ___ Check​ ​contradictions ___ 

6. Well-structured/organized ___ Rethink​ ​organization ___ 

7. Good​ ​intro/conclusion ___ Rework​ ​intro/conclusion​ ​___ 

8. Clear/well​ ​written ___ Fix​ ​awkward​ ​language ___ 

9. Fine​ ​command​ ​of​ ​topic ___ Adjust​ ​tone​ ​or​ ​mood ___ 

10. Well​ ​documented ___ Fact/concept​ ​errors ___ 

Overall​ ​Assigned​ ​Score ___

  

Additional​ ​Comments:  

 

 

 

 

Grading​ ​Scale 



 
​ ​​90-99:​ ​​The​ ​document​ ​is​ ​superior.​ ​It​ ​exceeds​ ​all​ ​the​ ​objectives​ ​of​ ​the​ ​assignment.​ ​The​ ​information​ ​is 
ethical,​ ​sophisticated,​ ​thorough,​ ​and​ ​ideally​ ​suited​ ​for​ ​the​ ​audience.​ ​The​ ​style​ ​is​ ​clear​ ​and​ ​appropriate​ ​to 
the​ ​subject,​ ​purpose,​ ​and​ ​audience.​ ​The​ ​organization​ ​of​ ​the​ ​document​ ​makes​ ​the​ ​information 
understandable,​ ​accessible,​ ​and​ ​usable.​ ​The​ ​mechanics​ ​and​ ​grammar​ ​are​ ​correct.  

80-89:​ ​​The​ ​document​ ​is​ ​good.​ ​It​ ​meets​ ​the​ ​objectives​ ​of​ ​the​ ​assignment,​ ​but​ ​requires​ ​minor​ ​improvements 
or​ ​reveals​ ​easily​ ​correctable​ ​errors​ ​in​ ​organization,​ ​style,​ ​grammar,​ ​or​ ​mechanics.  

70-79:​ ​​The​ ​document​ ​is​ ​adequate.​ ​It​ ​omits​ ​useful​ ​information​ ​or​ ​requires​ ​significant​ ​improvement​ ​in 
organization,​ ​style,​ ​grammar,​ ​or​ ​mechanics.​ ​It​ ​may​ ​be​ ​formally​ ​correct​ ​but​ ​superficial​ ​in​ ​its​ ​discussion.  

60-69:​ ​​The​ ​document​ ​is​ ​disappointing.​ ​It​ ​meets​ ​some​ ​of​ ​the​ ​objectives​ ​of​ ​the​ ​assignment​ ​but​ ​ignores 
others;​ ​the​ ​discussion​ ​is​ ​inadequately​ ​developed,​ ​omits​ ​important​ ​information,​ ​or​ ​displays​ ​numerous​ ​or 
major​ ​errors​ ​in​ ​organization,​ ​style,​ ​grammar,​ ​or​ ​mechanics.  

50-59​:​ ​The​ ​document​ ​is​ ​unsatisfactory.​ ​It​ ​omits​ ​critical​ ​information,​ ​does​ ​something​ ​other​ ​than​ ​the 
assignment​ ​required,​ ​or​ ​displays​ ​major​ ​or​ ​excessive​ ​errors​ ​in​ ​organization,​ ​style,​ ​grammar,​ ​or​ ​mechanics. 


